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About the Editor
John A. Breyer is a senior technical consultant in technology  application 
 (resource plays) at Marathon Oil, Houston, and an emeritus professor 
of geology at Texas Christian University (TCU). John joined Marathon 
in 2011 after teaching for 33 years at TCU, where he won numerous 
teaching, research, and service awards. He received the GCAGS Out-
standing Educator Award in 2005. John took groups of eager students 
to Scotland every summer from 1993 until retiring from the university. 
Most of his former students are in the oil and gas industry. John has 
authored or co-authored more than 60 articles in  international and na-
tional scientific journals. Most of his writings are related to petroleum 
geology but his eclectic interests have led to publications on Precam-
brian trace fossils, Cretaceous volcanism in Trans Pecos Texas, Miocene 
vertebrate faunas of the High Plains, the geology of Jules Verne, and the 
philosophy of Sir Charles Lyell. Based on his research  contributions, 
he was elected a Fellow of the  Geological Society of America in 1991. 
His presentations at national meetings have twice been recognized for 
excellence by his peers. John is an expert in the geology of unconven-
tional resource systems. He edited and contributed to AAPG Memoir 
97 Shale Reservoirs—Giant Resources for the 21st  Century, which won the 
Robert H. Dott Sr.  Memorial award from AAPG as the association’s best 
technical publication in 2012. In  October 2013, John spent two weeks 
hiking in the Himalayas as a participant in the National  Geographic 
Society sponsored trip, Bhutan: The Sacred  Valley Trek. In 2014, he spent 

three weeks in Russia and a week in Japan. In October 2015, much to his younger colleagues’ surprise, John survived a hike 
into the Mt. Everest base camp. In the past, John has been to Scotland, England, France, Mexico, Canada, Costa Rico, Honduras, 
Argentina, and Chile to take in the geology/scenery, and to Abu Dhabi, Poland, Norway, and Germany on business. He hopes 
to make the hike into Machu Picchu in the Andes later this year.
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