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Tor H. Nilsen, November 29, 1941–October 9, 2005. Although Tor began and contributed 
significantly to the efforts on this Atlas, he passed away before the Atlas reached its final stages 
of publication. His career and life details can be found in the Dedication on page one of this 
publication.

Roger D. Shew currently teaches in the Departments of Geology and Environmen-
tal Science at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington. His research interests 
include sedimentologic studies of deep-water and coastal settings and geoscience edu-
cation, particularly teacher training and developing applied and integrated curricular 
materials. Roger’s industry experience includes 20 years with Shell Oil’s Exploration 
and Production that includes four years in development geology, 10 years at Shell 
Oil’s Bellaire Research/Technology Center (specializing in reservoir characterization for 

exploration and production issues, particularly deep-water reservoirs) and six years as a geology instructor for the 
Training Department. Roger continues to be active in the industry conducting field seminars (New Mexico and 
West Texas for deep-water systems as well as carbonates; Book Cliffs, Utah, for deltaics and sequence stratigraphy) 
and reservoir characterization courses for academics and industry, as well as consulting.

Gary Scott Steffens is a Geological Advisor with Shell International Exploration & Produc-
tion.  His 28 years of industry experience ranges from basin-scale frontier play generation to 
detailed prospect and field-scale reservoir analyses. He has also conducted research in seismic 
and sequence stratigraphy, deep-water depositional systems and reservoir architecture, Pleis-
tocene geology and Circum-Arctic tectonics.  Gary’s E&P assignments include the Gulf of 
Mexico, Alaska, West Africa, Indonesia, Philippines, Australia, Siberia, Egypt, and Brazil.  He 
currently directs a global geology program in Shell’s E&P research.   

Joe Studlick is Director of Operations at Maersk Oil America Inc. in Houston, Texas, 
where his primary interests are appraisal, development, and reservoir characterization of 
deep-water prospects and fields in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico. Joe’s industry experience 
includes 19 years with Shell Oil’s Exploration and Production groups that included 
assignments in petrophysics, development geology, management, head office, and 
research in New Orleans, Louisiana, and Houston, Texas. Since leaving Shell Oil ten 
years ago, he has worked at Unocal and Burlington Resources in their deep-water Gulf 

of Mexico efforts. Joe has also been involved in the E&P service industry as the Geoscience Manager at Baker 
Atlas and as president of an E&P consulting firm.
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