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Roger M. Slatt is currently the Gungoll Chair Professor of Petroleum Geology and
Geophysics, and Director of the Institute of Reservoir Characterization in the
College of Earth and Energy at the University of Oklahoma. Dr. Slatt had a 14-year
career in the oil and gas industry with Cities Service Co. and ARCO/ARCO
International, focused on various aspects of exploration and reservoir characteriza-
tion globally. He also has had a 17-year career in academia, including Head of the
School of Geology and Geological Engineering at Colorado School of Mines
(1992–2000), Director of the School of Geology and Geophysics at University of
Oklahoma (2000–2005), and Director of the Rocky Mountain Regional Petroleum
Technology Transfer Council (1995–2000).

He received his undergraduate degree in geology at San Jose State (California)
University, and his M.S. (1967) and Ph.D. (1970) degrees in geology from the
University of Alaska. He has published more than 100 papers and abstracts, and has
made numerous presentations on the subjects of petroleum geology, reservoir geol-
ogy, seismic and sequence stratigraphy, fluvial, shallow marine and turbidite depo-
sitional systems, geology of shale, glacial and Pleistocene–Quaternary geology, and
geochemical exploration. He sits on various professional society committees, has
organized technical conferences for American Association of Petroleum Geologists

(AAPG), and teaches short courses for industry organizations on the “Introduction to the petroleum geology of deep-water
(turbidite) depositional systems,” “Principles of geologic reservoir characterization,” Applied Sequence Stratigraphy, and Geology
of Unconventional Resource Shales. He has authored books on the first two course topics. His courses have been presented
in many places in the U.S., as well as in many countries, including Colombia, Mexico, Indonesia, Malaysia, Peru,
Australia, Angola, India, New Zealand, Scotland, and England. He also offers a global, web-based course on “Introduction
to geologic reservoir characterization.” In 1996 he received the AAPG Distinguished Service Award. In 1999 he was the Esso
Australia Distinguished Lecturer in Petroleum Geology. In 2001–2003 he was both an AAPG and SPE Distinguished
Lecturer. In 2003 he received Honorary Membership in the American Association of Petroleum Geologists. In 2006 he
received the AAPG Grover Murray Distinguished Educator Award. In 2007 he received the Society of Exploration
Geophysicists (SEG) Special Commendation Award.

Carlos Zavala is currently the president of GCS Argentina S.H. (international
consulting services). He has been teaching geology at the Universidad Nacional
del Sur, Bahia Blanca Argentina since 1989. He is currently working as a con-
sultant on the petroleum industry for different companies in Venezuela, Mexico,
Trinidad, Colombia, and Argentina. After receiving his Ph.D. in 1993 from the
Universidad Nacional del Sur, he spent two years (1995–1996) in Italy at the
Università degli Studi di Parma, performing a postdoctoral fellowship on tur-
bidites under the guidance of Prof. Emiliano Mutti. He was Member of Research
Career of the CONICET (Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y
Técnicas) of Argentina (1996 –2009) and guided several Ph.D. Thesis and
research studies focused on sedimentology and stratigraphy.

During the last 20 years, he has published more than 130 papers and abstracts
in domestic and international journals, concerning different aspects of the sedi-
mentology, stratigraphy, and sequence stratigraphy of aeolian, lacustrine, flu-
vial, shallow marine, shelfal, and deep-water clastic deposits. He has taught
numerous conferences, field seminars, and short courses including “Predictive
Sedimentology” and “Hyperpycnal Systems” in Argentina (2000–2010), Mexico
(2004), Venezuela (2005–2010), and Trinidad (2006–2009). In 2008 he organized
the AAPG Hedberg Research Conference “Sediment Transfer from Shelf to Deepwater – Revisiting the Delivery
Mechanisms” in Ushuaia, Argentina. His research interest has moved along the last 12 years to the understanding
and petroleum significance of hyperpycnal flows and their deposits, hyperpycnites.


