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About the Editors
Frances J. Hein worked for the past 15 years with the Alberta Geological Survey on  regional
facies analysis and stratigraphy of the oil sands of Alberta. She is now chief geologist 
with the Energy Resources Conservation Board of Alberta, continuing oil sands work, and 
helping to develop geologic frameworks for other unconventional (tight oil/tight gas) resource
development in Alberta. Hein is a 40+ year member of the Society for Sedimentary Geology
(SEPM), and has served as associate editor for the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists
and guest editor for Natural  Resources Research. She has served in many volunteer capaci-
ties for the AAPG: member of the Technical Committee; chair/vice-chair of the Oil Sands
and Tight  Gas Sands Commodity Committees of the Energy Minerals Division (EMD), sec-
retary and vice-president of Energy Minerals Division (EMD), co-chair of the AAPG 2010 ICE
Convention in Calgary, and on the Board of Directors of the Canadian Heavy Oil
Association (CHOA). She has received the EMD’s President’s Certificate for Excellence in
Presentation Award and the upcoming AAPG’s Distinguished Service Award (2013).

Steve Larter is Canada Research chair and professor of Petroleum Geology at the 
University of Calgary, Department of Geoscience and the scientific director of Carbon
Management Canada Inc., a not for profit organization, supporting Canada’s academic
research in the area of decarbonising the fossil fuel supply chain. He has worked 
extensively on new technologies for reduced emission energy and chemicals recovery from
oil and gas fields. He is currently also researching novel schemes for capturing and 
sequestering carbon at a large scale. Larter co-founded Gushor Inc., a Canadian integrated 
reservoir fluid characterization and technology company that specializes in oil sands and
heavy oil recovery technologies in 2006, Profero Energy Inc., a petroleum biotechnology
company in 2008 and Aphorist Inc., a mass spectrometry data analysis company in 2012.
He was co-organizer of the 2007 AAPG Hedberg Conference on “Heavy Oil and Bitumen in
Foreland Basins”. Larter is a Fellow of the Royal Society, a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada and a Foreign Member of the Norwegian Academy of Sciences and Arts.

Dale Leckie is chief geologist at Nexen Inc. He specializes in petroleum systems focusing
on sedimentology, marine and non-marine sequence stratigraphy, basin analysis, and
unconventional hydrocarbons. He has worked on Canadian, Australia, Colombia, Yemen,
North Sea, and New Zealand basins. Leckie has received numerous awards from AAPG,
SEPM and Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists. He co-edited CSPG proceedings on
“Gas Shale of the Horn River Basin”, SEPM Special Publication 85, “Incised Valleys in Time
and Space”; AAPG Memoir 55; “Foreland Basins and Fold Belts”; and CSPG Memoir 15,
“Sequence Stratigraphy: Surface, Subsurface and Sedimentology”. Leckie is past-president of
the Society for Sedimentary Geology, an associate editor of the AAPG Bulletin, and was 
co-organizer of the 2007 AAPG Hedberg Conference on “Heavy Oil and Bitumen in
Foreland Basins”. He was an AAPG Distinguished Lecturer in 2011/2012 and 1995/1996."
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John R. Suter is the regional subsurface manager and technical studies coordinator for Oil
Sands, ConocoPhillips Canada. Suter was the lead convener of the 2007 AAPG Hedberg
Conference on “Heavy Oil and Bitumen in Foreland Basins.” His primary expertise is in 
clastic facies and sequence stratigraphy. He has over 30 years of domestic and 
international experience, having worked projects involving source, seal, and reservoir for
conventional and non-conventional deposits at exploration, appraisal, development, and
production scales on multiple continents. He has published numerous papers, organized
multiple research conferences, and has taught a variety of short courses, field schools and
core workshops; both internally, for divers national oil companies, and for scientific societies
and universities. He has received awards for papers, presentations, and posters from 
various professional societies, including AAPG, AASP, CSPG, GCAGS, SEG, and SEPM. He was
an AAPG Distinguished Lecturer in 2001-2002, served as SEPM councillor for research, and is
currently the co-chairman of the AAPG Technical Advisory Committee.


