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About the Editors
Constance N. (Dodge) Knight—(Connie)—has four degrees in geology/geological 
engineering including a BA degree from Western State College, Colorado; an MS  
degree from the University of Arizona; a PhD from the Colorado School of Mines; and 
a professional degree in hydrogeology from the Colorado School of Mines. In 1973 she 
began her oil and gas career in Denver, Colorado, with Amoco Production Company. 
Since her first job, Knight’s work has involved petroleum exploration and develop-
ment in the Rocky Mountain and Midcontinent regions of the United States. Connie’s 
background is multifaceted. She enjoys integrating multidisciplinary data to define lo-
cal stratigraphic and structural controls on reservoir performance; she also particularly 
enjoys generating and developing large potential exploration plays. During the past 13 
years, Knight has been employed as the exploration manager for several small com-
panies. Currently she is working as an independent geologist. As such, she generates 
exploration prospects; markets and sells oil and gas ventures; and participates in pros-
pect evaluations. Knight has published various papers pertaining to borehole imagery, 
critical stress, the Mesaverde Group of Wyoming, the Pennsylvanian-aged Eagle Basin 
in Colorado, and Mesozoic rocks of the Colorado Plateau. She has been a member of 
the AAPG and the Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists (RMAG) since 1974. She 
served as treasurer elect of the RMAG in 2009 and as treasurer in 2010. She has served 
on the AAPG House of Delegates for over 15 years, and she is still serving in that capac-

ity. In 2011, Knight was honored by the RMAG with the “Distinguished Public Service to Earth Science Award.” She is a regis-
tered professional geologist in Wyoming and Utah.

Jerome J. Cuzella (Jerry) earned a BS degree in geology from St. Joseph’s College, an MS 
degree in geology from Bowling Green State University, and a professional degree in hy-
drogeology from the Colorado School of Mines. With over 30 years of geological experi-
ence in the Rockies, he has worked for large and small independent oil and gas companies. 
Presently, Cuzella is division geologist for BOPCO, LP (a Bass Enterprises Company) in 
Denver, Colorado, where he is responsible for exploration and development efforts in the 
Rocky Mountain region. His interests include mixed siliciclastic and carbonate systems and 
unconventional reservoirs. He has authored or coauthored publications on the Cherokee 
Group in West Central Kansas and the Mesaverde Group in Northeastern Utah. He served 
as president of the Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists (RMAG) in 2010, first vice 
president in 2007, and chairman of the RMAG Publications Committee in 2008. Cuzella was 
honored by the RMAG with the Distinguished Public Service Award in 2005 and as Honor-
ary Member in 2012; he is the recipient of AAPG’s Public Service Award for 2013. He is a 
registered professional geologist in Wyoming, Utah, and Illinois. 

Leland D. Cress earned an MS degree in geology from San Jose State Univer-
sity and a PhD in geology from the Colorado School of Mines. His employment 
history includes working for the U.S. Geological Survey, Veezay Geoservice, 
Pennzoil, and Gustavson Associates. For the past 11 years, Leland has been an 
associate with Thomasson Partners Associates in Denver, Colorado. Currently, 
his work is focused on interpreting the complex structural geology and stratig-
raphy of the Great Basin located in the western United States. His emphasis 
has been on the development of structural models. He has applied the princi-
ples of overthrust mechanics to the tectonics of various regions including the 
southern Rockies of the United States; the southern Appalachian Mountains; 
the Iraqi and Iranian Zagros Mountains; and the sub-Andean region of south-
ern Peru, Bolivia, and northern Argentina. Leland has evaluated the petroleum 
exploration potential of various areas in east-central Africa, the Middle East, 
South America, the eastern Caribbean, trans-Caucasian Russia, the Caspian 

Sea region, and south-central Asia. Cress is an active member of AAPG and the Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists 
(RMAG); he is an associate editor of RMAG’s quarterly publication, the Mountain Geologist.
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